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Infinite Country 


© INTRODUCTION 


BRIEF BIOGRAPHY OF PATRICIA ENGEL 


Patricia Engel is a Colombian-American writer. Born to 
Colombian immigrants and raised in New Jersey, Engel 
graduated from New York University and subsequently earned 
her MFA from Florida International University. While at NYU, 
she studied French and Art History, spending time studying 
abroad in Paris. Engel is the author of five books and the winner 
of both American and Colombian literary prizes. Her 2021 
novel Infinite Country received many accolades, becoming a New 
York Times Bestseller and a Washington Post Notable Book of 
the Year. Currently, Engel is an Associate Professor of Creative 
Writing at the University of Miami. 


HISTORICAL CONTEXT 


Set between the 1990s and the late 2010s, the characters in 
Infinite Country witness many historical events, some ongoing. 
In general, the novel examines the experiences of people 
attempting to immigrate to the United States and make a 
better life, navigating a system that does not easily welcome 
immigrants. Disillusioned and anxious about the political state 
in Colombia, Mauro and Elena believe that their family will fare 
better in the States. While Colombia has a long history of 
corruption in the government (which is a remnant from the 
Spanish colonial period in Colombia), the 1990s specifically 
were characterized by violent warfare between the guerrilla 
insurgency and right wing paramilitary. Amid these tensions, 
homicides, human rights violations, and kidnappings increased 
throughout the decade. Meanwhile, the violent drug trade 
continued to grow. Once arriving in the U.S., the characters of 
Infinite Country navigate racism and xenophobia, with Nando 
and Karina experiencing heightened racism and xenophobia at 
school after the 2016 election of Donald Trump as President of 
the United States. During his presidential campaign, Trump 
drew support from his followers by promising to crack down on 
illegal immigration at the Mexican border, often employing 
stereotypical, racist rhetoric in his pronouncements. 


RELATED LITERARY WORKS 


Patricia Engel’s first published book, Vida, is a book of 
interconnected short stories of the daughter of Colombian 
immigrants coming of age in the United States. Vida 
incorporates many of the same themes as Infinite Country, such 
as diaspora, family, and xenophobia. Because of her 
examination of Latino diasporas, critics have often compared 
Engel to Junot Diaz, whose novel The Brief Wondrous Life of 
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Oscar Wao explores the Dominican diaspora and, like Engel’s 
novel, is set in New Jersey. Engel has cited Man’s Search for 
Meaning by Viktor Frankl as an influence on her own writing, 
specifically citing her appreciation for the way the book shows 
the contrasts of sorrow and beauty in human existence. Finally, 
for readers interested in further exploring Colombian authors, 
Gabriel Garcia Marquez’s One Hundred Years of Solitude is one 
of the most famous and lauded works set in Colombia. 


KEY FACTS 


e Full Title: Infinite Country 

e When Published: March 2021 

e Literary Period: Contemporary 

e Genre: Novel, Literary Fiction 

e Setting: Bogota, Colombia and the United States 
e Antagonist: Racism, Xenophobia, Corruption 

e Point of View: Third Person and First Person 


EXTRA CREDIT 


Family Culture. Patricia Engel has spoken about the artistic 
culture in her family that has influenced her commitment to her 
writing. Specifically, she cites her grandmother, who was the 
youngest of 18 siblings and mother to 9 children. Despite this, 
Engel’s grandmother always prioritized her writing, if only for 
her own artistic fulfillment. 


Fiction From Reality. Engel identifies Infinite Country as her 
most personal work, as it explores the diasporic existence of 
her family and draws on her experiences traveling Colombia. 


DA PLOT SUMMARY 


Infinite Country follows a Colombian family’s experience 
attempting to emigrate to the United States. The novel jumps 
among time periods and settings as it recounts the family’s 
storied and diasporic past. The story opens when Talia, the 
family’s youngest daughter, throws a vat of hot oil on a boy 
after she sees him do the same to a stray cat. As punishment for 
her actions, Talia is sent to a prison school. As the date of her 
flight approaches, she organizes an escape from the school, 
tying up the nun who watches over the girls at night. Talia 
hitches her way back to her father, Mauro, though she 
encounters dangerous situations on the way. 


The story flashes back to Mauro’s a perilous childhood in 
Colombia. At the age of 10, his single mother kicked him out of 
the house, sending him to his aunt’s home to work. There, he 
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works digging graves with his aunt’s boyfriend, Tiberio, who 
teaches him about indigenous Colombian myth and legend. 
Mauro tries to return to his mother’s house at age 14, but he 
looks so much like her absent father that she kicks him out 
again. Mauro, now unhoused, works odd jobs in order to have a 
place to live. 


While Mauro is working at a market produce stand, he meets 
Elena, and the two eventually fall in love. After Elena gets 
pregnant and gives birth to their daughter Karina, Mauro 
moves in with Elena and her mother, Perla. 


Concerned about being a good father and provider, Mauro 
begins talking about moving to another country and returning 
once he’s made sufficient money to support his family. To his 
surprise, Elena suggests that she and Karina go with him. 


auro, Elena, and Karina move in as tenants to a friend of a 
riend’s apartment in Texas. They have difficulty making ends 
meet and live in less-than-ideal conditions. Mauro begins 
drinking, an addiction he has struggled with in the past. Just as 
they are considering moving back to Bogota, Elena tells Mauro 
that she is pregnant. Nine months later, Nando is born. Almost 
immediately afterward, ICE raids Mauro’s workplace, and the 
family must scramble to find a new living situation. They move 
to Delaware, where Talia is born. The family shares one room in 
an apartment. Mauro continues to struggle with his alcoholism 
and Elena considers leaving him, but decides that their chances 
for survival are better together. 


£ 


Weeks after Talia’s birth, the family’s landlord discovers that 
there are more people living in the apartment than are allowed 
and evicts the family. Eventually, they move into the basement 
of a friend of a friend, Dante. Elena begins cleaning houses with 
Dante’s wife, Yamira. However, one night, Mauro accuses 
Dante of stealing money from him, and the men fight. Mauro is 
arrested. Found to be undocumented, Mauro is put in ICE 
detention and eventually deported back to Colombia. 


Following Mauro’s deportation, Elena and her children move 
into aroom they share with another family, a less-than-safe 
situation, as the man often harasses Elena. Elena also 
experiences discrimination, harassment, and even sexual 
violence at the restaurant where she works. Eventually, Elena 
manages to move herself and her children into a better living 
situation. 


Elena’s community members note her struggle and urge her to 
send Talia back to Colombia to live with her grandmother, as 
Talia is anatural-born U.S. citizen and thus will be able to return 
once Elena finds amore stable living situation. Elena pays a 
woman to carry Talia on the plane back to Bogota and deliver 
her to Perla. Elena begins to clean houses, building up a base of 
clients. 


Meanwhile, after his deportation to Colombia, Mauro struggles 
with alcoholism. Though he visited Perla at first, she does not 
see him for long periods of time as his condition worsens. Perla 
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cares for Talia as she grows up in Bogota, and Mauro watches 
over their door at night to ensure Talia’s safety. After he hits 
rock bottom with his alcoholism, Mauro goes to live in a shelter. 
He eventually gets back on his feet, slowly working his way up 
to asecure job. He starts to spend more time with Talia and 
Perla and eventually moves in with them. By this point, Perla’s 
health has declined, and so Mauro takes over some of the 
duties of the laundry she owns and helps with her care. 
Because Perla’s memory improves when Talia is around, Mauro 
and Elena agree to put off sending Talia back to the U.S. 


Meanwhile, Elena begins cleaning for a new family in the 
Hudson Valley. The parents notice that their son, Lance (who 
has special needs), connects more with Elena than with anyone 
else. The parents invite Elena to move with her children into 
their guest house so that she can care for Lance full time. 
Karina and Nando experience racism and xenophobia in the 
wealthy, white town: Karina, who is eventually revealed to be 
the narrator of the novel, is unable to go to a four-year-college 
because of her undocumented status, although she is the top 
student in her school. 


Talia eventually returns to her father, Mauro, safely, and they 
share one final night together in Bogota before Talia reunites 
with her mother and siblings in the U.S. Her move to the U.S. is 
amassive adjustment, but she begins to get to know her family 
members, and Karina helps Talia learn English. In the end, 
Mauro, too, makes the dangerous journey back into the U.S., 
finally reuniting with his family after over 15 years apart. 


2: CHARACTERS 


MAJOR CHARACTERS 


Talia - Talia is the youngest daughter of Elena and Mauro. 
Though Talia is born in the United States, Elena sends her back 
to Bogotá, Colombia as a young child to live with her 
grandmother Perla. Elena does this so that she will be able to 
better care for her older two children while Perla cares for 
Talia, and because she knows that, as a natural-born American 
citizen, Talia will always be able to return to the U.S. once the 
family achieves greater financial stability. After Perla’s death, 
Talia’s father buys her a plane ticket to return to the U.S. to live 
with her mother and siblings. However, after committing a 
violent revenge on a boy who cruelly killed a stray cat, she gets 
sent to a prison school. There, Talia manages to organize an 
escape for herself and the other girls. She eventually finds her 
way back to Mauro. In the end, she returns to the U.S. to be 
with her mother and siblings. Talia’s story clearly identifies her 
as a person with a keen sense of justice and a fierce tenacity. 
Furthermore, her close relationships with Perla and Mauro 
demonstrate her caring nature. In fact, the reason why Talia 
stays so long in Colombia is that her grandmother’s health 
seems in its best condition when Talia is around. 
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Elena - Elena is one of the main characters of the novel. As a 
young woman in Bogota, she falls in love with Mauro, and the 
two of them soon have their first child, Karina. Disillusioned by 
the corruption and danger of Colombia, Elena and Mauro 
decide to emigrate to the United States. Though Mauro 
struggles with alcoholism for much of their time in the States 
and Elena considers leaving him, she believes that her family 
has its best chance for survival together and does not leave 
him. Elena is a tenacious and caring mother who makes many 
sacrifices and difficult decisions in order to create a better life 
for her children in the United States. Even after Mauro is 
deported, she never pursues a romantic relationship with 
anyone else, demonstrating her loyalty and commitment to her 
family. After Mauro’s deportation, Elena remains in the United 
States with her children. As a single, undocumented mother, 
she goes through many trials and tribulations while trying to 
raise her children and avoid deportation. Ultimately, her 
economic instability forces her to send her youngest daughter, 
Talia, back to Colombia. Though it’s a difficult decision for Elena 
to make, she knows she knows that it’s the only way she can 
properly support Karina and Nando. And she also knows that 
Talia can always return as an American citizen. 


Mauro - Mauro is the father of the central family in the novel. 
He had a difficult childhood in Colombia, becoming unhoused 
at the age of 14 and struggling to survive. As a young man, he 
falls in love with Elena, and the two eventually have a daughter, 
Karina. Though Mauro has a deep connection to the land of 
Colombia and its culture’s Muisca mythology, he is disillusioned 
with the corruption and violence of the country, and he desires 
to move to the United States to make a better life for his family. 
After the family moves to the U.S., Mauro experiences 
economic instability and xenophobia, and he begins to struggle 
with alcoholism as a result. After his deportation, he continues 
to struggle with his alcoholism and hits rock bottom. However, 
he eventually achieves sobriety and repairs his relationship 
with his daughter, Talia, and his mother-in-law, Perla. After 
sending Talia back to the U.S. to live with her mother and 
siblings, Mauro vows to be with his family at all costs. He once 
again makes the dangerous journey as an undocumented 
immigrant in the United States, finally reuniting with his family 
at the end of the journey. 


Karina - Karina is the eldest daughter of Elena and Mauro. 
Toward the end of the novel, it’s revealed that Karina is the 
narrator of Infinite Country. The novel, readers learn, is the 
culmination of Karina’s efforts to document her family history. 
She is their only child to be born in Colombia. Unlike her 
younger siblings, Karina grows up undocumented in the United 
States. Like Nando, she struggles growing up as an outsider in 
their white, wealthy suburb. Although Karina is the top student 
in her class, because of her undocumented status, she takes 
community college classes after high school rather than going 
off to a four-year-college. As the eldest child of the family, 
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Karina takes on a responsible, loyal, and caring role in the 
family, helping Talia learn English and often acting as her 
mother’s translator. 


Perla - Perla is Elena’s mother. Having raised Elena on her own, 
Perla is very protective of Elena. Perla and Talia develop a very 
close relationship after Elena send Talia back to Colombia to 
live with Perla. After Mauro gets a handle on his sobriety, Perla 
takes him in as well. As Perla’s health and memory declines, 
Talia’s presence seems to uplift her. As such, Talia postpones 
her return to the U.S. for the sake of her grandmother. Perla’s 
eventual death is very difficult for Talia , for whom Perla was 
like amother. 


Nando - Nando is the second child of Elena and Mauro. Unlike 
Karina, Nando was born on U.S. soil, making him a natural-born 
American citizen. Still, Nando grows up in fear that his mother 
and his sister will be deported. After moving into Elena’s 
employers’ guesthouse, Nando struggles to overcome racist 
bullying in his white, wealthy school. He is very close with 
Karina, who understands his experience. 


Lance - Lance is the boy whom Elena cares for as a nanny. 
When Elena starts working for Lance’s family, his parents see 
that Lance, who has special needs, allows Elena to touch. His 
parents invite Elena to care for him full time and to live with her 
children in the family’s guest house, which is the nicest living 
situation they have had in the United States. 


Yamira - Yamira is Dante’s wife. When the family moves into 
their basement, Yamira shows Elena how to clean houses for 
the wealthy people nearby and make money. After Mauro is 
arrested and Dante kicks the family out of the house, Yamira 
helps Elena find another place to live for herself and her 
children. 


Carlos - Carlos is a French expat in Colombia whom Talia 
meets during her escape from the prison school. He agrees to 
take Talia some of the way back to her father, but during the 
night he continues to overstep her boundaries, eventually 
getting in bed naked next to her. Talia steals his money and 
leaves his apartment before he wakes up. 


MINOR CHARACTERS 


Dante - Dante is an acquaintance of Mauro and Elena. The 
family moves into Dante’s basement in New Jersey. However, 
this living arrangement deteriorates when Mauro accuses 
Dante of stealing money from him, leading to a fight. The police 
are called, leading to Mauro’s arrest and deportation. 


Aguja - Aguja is a young man whom Talia meets during her 
escape from the prison school. Unlike Carlos, Aguja is 
respectful of Talia’s boundaries as he safely ferries Talia back to 
her father. 


Tiberio - Tiberio is Mauro’s aunt’s boyfriend. After Mauro’s 
mother kicks him out of the house, Mauro goes to work with 
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Tiberio digging graves. As they work, Tiberio teaches Mauro 
about Muisca legends. 


TERMS 


ICE - ICE is the United States and Immigration Customs 
Enforcement. In the novel, Mauro, Karina, and their children 
avoid ICE for fear of being deported. 


Muisca - The Muisca are an Andean indigenous people native 
to present-day Colombia. Muisca mythology and culture 
weaves throughout the novel, demonstrating the characters’ 
deep connection to their land and culture. 


® THEMES 


In LitCharts literature guides, each theme gets its own color- 
coded icon. These icons make it easy to track where the themes 
occur most prominently throughout the work. If you don't have 
acolor printer, you can still use the icons to track themes in 
black and white. 


MYTH AND IDENTITY 


Patricia Engel weaves indigenous Colombian 

mythology throughout Infinite Country to highlight 

how mythology can help people stay connected to 
their cultures no matter how far they travel from their native 
land. Colombian-born Mauro tells his wife, Elena, and their 
children stories from Muisca mythology he learned from 
Tiberio, his aunt’s boyfriend, who told Mauro about Muisca 
legends while they worked together. Mauro took comfort in 
these stories as a child after his mother “push[ed] him to the 
streets,’ giving him a sense of connection and rootedness even 
when he didn't have a physical place to call home. The comfort 
that Mauro takes in Muisca mythology is fundamental to his 
understanding of himself and connection to his culture. For 
example, Mauro returns to the crystal lake, a site central to the 
uisca creation myth, to find comfort during significant 
moments in his life. Mauro’s visits to the lake with his wife and 
daughters during times of struggle demonstrate the faith that 
he has in the power of his ancestors to protect him and give him 
strength. Moreover, his knowledge of indigenous mythology 
allows him to connect to his roots no matter how much 
distance separates him from his native land. Mauro recognizes 
the power of mythology to keep his culture alive, and so he 
passes down his knowledge to his wife and his children. Thi 
allows them to connect with their roots even when they are 
living in the U.S., where they are far away from their ancestral 
land, in a place that is ignorant about and frequently 
unaccepting of their native culture. Mauro’s deep love and 
respect for Muisca mythology thus shows how myth and 
stories can help preserve the cultural identities of displaced 
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people, giving them strength and a sense of rootedness in times 
of great struggle and no matter where they are. 


RACISM AND XENOPHOBIA 


In Infinite Country, the experiences of the main 

characters as immigrants in the United States 

highlight the deep racism and xenophobia that run 
through American society. The novel shows how this racism is 
not only a part of the country’s culture: it is written into its 
aws, as well. Because Mauro, Elena, and Karina are 
undocumented immigrants, they are more vulnerable than 
documented citizens—any transgressions they make, no matter 
how small, could result in their deportation. As a result, people 
take advantage of them: for example, when Elena gets a job at a 
restaurant, the boss does not pay her for a month because he 
says that it is a “trial period.” Furthermore, after he sexually 
assaults her, she is unable to take the issue to the authorities 
because it could lead them to discover her undocumented 
status. The novel thus shows how employers take advantage of 
undocumented individuals like Elena because the law has 
allowed for those employers to often go without consequence. 


As Nando and Karina grow up in the U.S., they experience 
racism and xenophobia from their peers. When Nando tries to 
tell his principal about the bullying, the bullies deny it. The 
principal then tells Nando that it’s possible that, because 
English is his first language, he did not understand the bully’s 
intentions. The principal’s assumption that Nando did not 
understand the English of his bullies even though he was born 
inthe United States expresses his racism, and it shows how 
xenophobia affects immigrants and children of immigrants at a 
personal level as well as a legal level. 


O LAWS VS. MORALS 
OAL In Infinite Country, the experience of the central 
family as immigrants in the United States and in 
Colombia demonstrates that the law does not 
always reflect what is right. The most prominent example of the 
aw in the book is the United States immigration regulations. As 
immigrants, Elena, Mauro, and their children must constantly 
be vigilant so as not to expose their undocumented status to 
officials. Though there is a possibility that they could prove 
their status as refugees from Colombia with the help of a 
awyer, they resist this path due to the myriad of stories they've 
heard about lawyers scamming vulnerable immigrants. Though 
they came to the United States believing that their family can 
have more opportunity, more money, and a safer environment, 
Elena and Mauro live in fear of being deported, especially 
because Nando and Talia were both born in the U.S. and would 
be put up for adoption if Elena and Mauro were both deported. 
This intense fear and vulnerability highlights a problem with 
the U.S. immigration system and puts forth the idea that what is 
aw may not always be just. 
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Talia’s sentence to the prison school for burning a boy with hot 
oil demonstrates this idea on a smaller scale. Though she did 
burn the boy, she did so because the boy had killed a cat. 
Though she did commit a violent act, she committed it as 
retaliation for his cruelty. In fact, when Mauro learns of Talia’s 
crime, he assumes that she had her reasons and that those 
reasons “must have been right and good.’ Furthermore, she 
does break the rules when she escapes from the prison school, 
but she does so in order to be with her family and to escape 
poor treatment. Talia’s journey adds another dimension to the 
novel’s overarching theme that the law does not always reflect 


what is morally right. 
Y 

Infinite Country demonstrate the power of a 

commitment to family and a parent’s vow to give 
their children a better life. Through countless hardships, Mauro 
and Elena’s love for each other and for their children 
encourages them to go on fighting for better days. For example, 
though Mauro struggles on and off with alcoholism throughout 
his life, he manages to become sober when he needs to take 
over Talia’s care from Perla as Perla’s health declines. Similarly, 
he and Elena decide to postpone Talia’s emigration to the 
United States out of concern for Perla’s wellbeing, as her 
memory and health seems better when Talia is around. Parental 
love figures largely in the novel, as Mauro is perhaps so close to 
Perla because his own mother kicked him out of the house. 
nterestingly, though, when Mauro is recovering from his 
alcoholism after his deportation, a counselor asks him who he 
feels when he is drinking that keeps him chasing that feeling. 
He tells her that he feels his mother. Despite their years of 
estrangement and her cruel treatment of Mauro, his 
attachment to her through his alcoholism implies that those 
family ties never go away. 


FAMILY 


The story of Mauro, Elena, and their children in 


Though Elena and Mauro have been apart for over a decade by 
the end of the book, sometimes going long periods without 
talking, neither begins a relationship with another person. 
Furthermore, Elena and Mauro were never legally married. 
This fidelity despite the lack of an official legal or religious 
marriage speaks to the power of their love for each other. 

auro even tattoos Elena’s name and the names of all three of 
their children on his body, cementing the fact that he sees 
himself as bound to them for life. Mauro, Elena, and their 
children ultimately show their commitment to family through 
sacrifice, such as Elena’s sacrifice of sending Talia back to 
Bogota in order to better care for her children in the long run, 
and, conversely, Talia’s choice to prolong their separation, 
staying in Bogota to take care of her grandmother. The story of 
the novel’s central family thus emphasizes not only the 
enduring strength of familial love, but also the sacrifices that 
sustain it. 
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VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN 


In Infinite Country, many female characters 

experience some form of gender-based violence. 

Elena’s daughter Talia, for instance, experiences 
sexual violence when Carlos, a French expat from whom she 
solicits a ride while hitchhiking in Colombia, makes unwanted 
advances toward her and later gets into bed naked next to her. 
Talia accepts a ride with Carlos out of desperation, but she 
remains on guard for the duration of their time together, 
suggesting that she is well aware of the statistical likelihood of 
becoming a victim of sexual assault. Perhaps the most glaring 
example of sexual violence in the novel, however, is when 
Elena's boss sexually assaults her. When Elena tells a friend 
about the assault, the friend advises her not to report the 
assault because the police will not believe her. The friend’s 
warning—which seems to come from her own negative 
experience with attempting to report a sexual assault—points 
to the broader culture’s permissive attitude toward violence 
against women. In their purported failure to take accusations of 
sexual assault seriously, the authorities effectively imply that it 
is awoman’s responsibility to avoid sexual violence. Meanwhile, 
the actions of male perpetrators go unpunished. Although 
Elena and her family immigrated to the U.S. to escape the 
violence and corruption of their native Colombia, Elena is 


unable to avoid becoming a victim of gender-based violence in 
her new home—just as her daughter Talia cannot escape 
unwanted sexual advances back in Colombia. The similar 
experiences of the book’s female characters points to the 
prevalence of gender-based violence on a global scale and to 
the misogynistic cultures that sustain it. 


£03 SYMBOLS 


Symbols appear in teal text throughout the Summary and 
Analysis sections of this LitChart. 


THE LAKE 


In Infinite Country, the lake that Mauro visits with 

his family represents the strength that he draws 
from his heritage and culture. Many of the indigenous 
Colombian, or Muisca, myths throughout the novel connect to 
the lake. For example, before Mauro, Elena, and Karina move to 
Texas, Mauro brings his family to the lake. During this visit to 
the lake, which in indigenous Colombian mythology is thought 
to be the birthplace of human life, Mauro and his family make 
wishes on imaginary balls of sunlight. As they blow their wishes 
into the water, they harness the mythological power of the sun 
and the lake to give them strength in their upcoming journey. In 
this way, the family’s visit to the lake demonstrates the power 
of culture to give people a sense of stability and comfort as they 
confront life’s struggles. Mauro’s thoughts return to the lake at 
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other pivotal moments in the story, like when he grapples with 
the emotional upheaval of Talia’s return to the United States, 
comparing his situation to the story of a tribal chieftain who 
surrenders his daughter to the lake. Taking comfort in this 
mythological story allows Mauro to summon forth the personal 
resolve he needs to let Talia go. 


ee QUOTES 


Note: all page numbers for the quotes below refer to the 
London edition of Infinite Country published in 2022. 


Chapter 1 Quotes 


@@ Talia considered how people who do horrible things can be 


victims, and how victims can be people who do horrible things. 


Related Characters: Talia 


Related Themes: 


Page Number: 8 


Explanation and Analysis 


The novel opens in the middle of Talia’s escape from prison 
school, and the reader soon learns why Talia was sent there 
in the first place: she poured hot oil on a boy to punish him 
for doing the same to acat. Though Talia was committing 
what she believed to be an act of justice on behalf of the cat, 
the law disagreed with Talia’s sense of justice and sent her 
away as aresult. As Talia reflects on her past actions, she 
considers the pervasiveness of moral ambiguity in her 
world, in which “people who do horrible things can be 
victims,’ while “victims can be people who do horrible 
things.” In other words, in Talia’s world, the law does not 
ways reflect what is morally right. As the novel continues 
on, Talia’s act toward the boy is one of many ways the 
haracters act outside of the law in order to defend 

omeone else or take care of their family, most prominently 
hown through Elena and Mauro’s choice to stay in the 
United States as undocumented (illegal) immigrants in 
order to give their family a better life. Talia’s ruminations 
here thus presents a logical framework that the novel uses 
in its overarching examination of the U.S. immigration 
system and the social and moral conversations surrounding 
it. 


@ 


Co (a) O 


e@ Military now,’ the old man remarked, “but not so long ago 
it was guerrilla, like there’s a difference. The worst part is 
these kids have no manners.’ 


Related Characters: Talia 


Related Themes: 


Page Number: 10 


Explanation and Analysis 


After Talia escapes from the prison school, she gets a ride 
with an old man driving a truck. Ina moment of kind 
solidarity, the truck drive pretends that Talia is his niece in 
order to get her through a checkpoint (the military that he 
refers to in the above quote are the paramilitary forces 
guarding the checkpoint. In referencing “guerilla”, the truck 
driver calls Colombia's tumultuous political history into 
attention, during which guerilla and paramilitary groups 
battled for control. Furthermore, in referencing this political 
turmoil, the old man contextualizes the mistrust that Talia 
and the other characters hold in their country’s 
government. This is the first appearance of any information 
about Colombia's government, military, or laws. The old 
man’s words thus help to frame the discussions of Colombia 
throughout the novel and, furthermore, contextualizes the 
characters’ choices to emigrate. The fact that an older man 
makes this comment also hints at the long history of 
corruption in Colombia. 


Chapter 2 Quotes 


@@ When she was small Talia often asked her father the 
meaning of the word. Home. Sometimes she understood it 
meant a house or an apartment, the place a person returned to 
at the end of a long day. The place where one’s family lived even 
if they left it along time ago. The place one felt most 
comfortable. All of these notions contradicted her first sense of 
it. Home, to Talia, was a space occupied by her grandmother 
Perla. A place Mauro came to visit when she and her mother, 
Elena, over the international wires, permitted it. 


Related Characters: Talia, Elena, Mauro, Perla 


Related Themes: (2) 


Page Number: 12 


Explanation and Analysis 


Talia grew up with her grandmother, Perla, and her father, 
Mauro, in Colombia. In a situation that may feel strange to 
many readers but is all too common among mixed-status 
families, Talia’s mother and siblings live in the United States. 
Thus, Talia’s long separation from her mother and siblings 
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helps to form her perspective on the meaning of family and 
of home. The question of home runs throughout the novel, 
as characters must make difficult decisions in order to 
benefit their families or, in the case of Mauro’s deportation, 
are forcibly separated from their families. After Perla’s 
death, Elena must adjust her understanding of home as 
Perla is the only home she’s ever known. Perla’s death is just 
one of many changing circumstances in the novel that 
forces characters to adjust. Ultimately, the moveable 
definition of home provides a new lens through which to 
view the characters’ struggle with the U.S. immigration 
system—even though they are not legally able to all live 
together as a family, this loose definition of home lessens 
the power of those laws, as the family knows that they will 
do whatever they can to get back to one another. 


@@ Mauro noticed Talia’s face when they watched gringo 

movies or television programs with subtitles. That 
unmistakable, irrevocable fascination. The way she started 
inserting English words into their conversations. He saw the 
longing take hold, crisp disdain for her familiar yet stale life with 
him. 


Related Characters: Talia, Elena, Mauro, Karina, Perla, 
Nando 


Related Themes: 2) @ 


Page Number: 12 


Explanation and Analysis 


Talia grows up in Colombia with her father and 
grandmother, in contrast to her siblings, who grow up in the 
United States with their mother. The fascination with the 
United States and English that Mauro notes in Talia is a 
reflection of the colonialist history that has caused the U.S. 
to be a cultural power over the rest of the world. Part of the 
reason that Mauro can recognize this allure is that it drew 
him, too, when trying to decide whether to move with his 
family to the U.S. Talia’s fascination with the U.S. and with 
American culture also reflects the split nature of her family 
ife, with her mother and sister living across borders while 
she lives with her father in Colombia. The English language 
is a recurring indicator of assimilation to the U.S. in the 
novel. Talia’s early fascination with the English language 
thus foreshadows the move to the U.S. she will undergo as a 
young adult and the struggles to assimilate she will 
experience in her early days there. 


Chapter 3 Quotes 


@@ The real Colombia, he insisted, was a thing of majesty 
beyond their valleys and cordilleras. There were jungles, 
snowcapped sierras, and black-and-white sand beaches on 
different ends of the country; rivers that nourished the 
Amazon, the life force of the Americas; cloud forests and 
altiplanos; the tabletop mountains of Chiribiquete, and La 
Guajira, where honeyed desert kissed the Caribbean Sea. Birds 
and beasts so powerful they could tatter this nation’s most 
treacherous men with their claws and teeth. 


Related Characters: Mauro, Tiberio 
Related Themes: ®© 


Page Number: 17 


Explanation and Analysis 


After Mauro’s mother kicks him out of the house to work, he 
goes to live with his aunt. There, he becomes close with his 
aunt’s boyfriend, Tiberio. During their time together, 
Tiberio teaches Mauro about Muisca mythology. As is clear 
by its presence throughout the novel, this mythology has a 
huge impact on Mauro. In this quote, Tiberio emphasizes 
the importance of the different landscapes in its connection 
to Colombian mythology and culture. In a novel in which 
characters often move far away from where they were born, 
mythology helps people to connect to their cultural origins 
and, by extension, helps them to understand themselves. 
Furthermore, this passage shows how just as Muisca 
mythology imbues the Colombian landscape with power, so 
too does a person becoming empowered by embracing their 
cultural roots. Finally, Tiberio’s description of the way the 
land sustains its own life parallels the independence and 
strength that the novel’s characters show when navigating 
their own lives and hardships, thus implying that characters 
can derive power from emulating the lessons that 
mythology has taught them. 


Chapter 4 Quotes 


@@ There was no law condemning a person to life in the nation 
of their birth. Not yet. 


Related Characters: Elena, Mauro, Karina 


Related Themes: 


Page Number: 27 


Explanation and Analysis 
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This passage takes place after Mauro and Elena have met, 
fallen in love, and given birth to their first daughter, Karina. 
Mauro, who grew up in poverty, often talks about the 
corruption of the Colombian government and the ways that 
life could be better in other places, despite his deep 
connection to the land. When Mauro begins to talk about 
going to another country to work and send money home, 
Elena surprises him by saying that she and the baby Karina 
will accompany him. This quote shows the search for 
opportunity outside of Elena and Karina’s origins, and also 
foreshadows their struggle with the U.S. immigration 
system. While they are able to get to the States relatively 
easily, and feel optimistic about that opportunity, the true 
difficulty of making a life as immigrants in the United States 
shows itself later through Mauro’s deportation and, much 
later, through the intensified xenophobia and anti- 
immigrant sentiment after the Trump election. 


Chapter 5 Quotes 


@@ A good attorney might have been able to argue that even if 


one was not important enough to be a murder target it did not 
mean that person couldn't be killed at any second. But they 
didn’t know how to find a trustworthy lawyer, having been 
warned about con-artists who preyed on people like them, self- 
proclaimed miracle workers promising citizenship in a year, 
who charged upfront, then vanished. 


Related Characters: Elena, Mauro 


Related Themes: @ 


Page Number: 34 


Explanation and Analysis 


Once Elena and Mauro arrive in the United States, they 
wonder what they will do once their temporary visas expire. 
After grappling with the question of whether to overstay 
their visas, they eventually decide to stay after Elena tells 
Mauro that she is pregnant. Once they have decided to 
remain inthe country after their visas have expired, the 
question becomes how exactly they will do that. The fact 
that they must legally prove risk of death in their home 
country shows how difficult the U.S. immigration makes it 
for people to attempt to make a new life there. 
Furthermore, the fact that Mauro and Elena have heard 
stories of lawyers scamming people who try to get this 
citizenship legally further highlights the many financial, 
logistical, and legal roadblocks that make it difficult for 
people to emigrate to the U.S. on short notice—and for 
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people who wish to emigrate to the U.S. to flee potentially 
deadly circumstances in their home countries, this is a 
serious Issue. 


Mauro and Elena’s struggle to find a path toward legal 
citizenship creates empathy for undocumented immigrants 
by shedding light on the shortcomings of the U.S. 
immigration system, showing how for many people, living 
undocumented comes as a last resort—an option they turn 
to after repeatedly being denied the legal and social support 
necessary to initiate the process toward legal citizenship. 


@@ Soon both towers collapsed in a ruffle of smoke. She 
thought of the water tumbling over the falls at 


Tequendama or Iguazu. For a moment she forgot she was not 
looking at one of the world’s natural wonders but at a 
catastrophe of human design. 


Related Characters: Elena, Mauro, Nando 
Related Themes: 2) 


Page Number: 37 


Explanation and Analysis 


When Elena finds out she is pregnant, she and Mauro stay in 
the United States through Nando’s birth. Soon after Nando 
is born, the September 11 attacks occurred. In this quote, 
Elena watches the towers fall ad reflects on the destruction. 
n comparing the fall of the towers to natural wonders like 
the massive waterfalls of Tequendama or Iguazu, Elena 
expresses the massive impact of the attack. Furthermore, by 
comparing these things, Elena draws a comparison between 
the violence of living in the States and the Colombian land 
that she and her family left behind. While Colombia had a 
surge of violence during Elena’s adolescence, the violence 
that Elena witnesses on September 11 is violence at a new 
scale—a scale that, in her home country, is confined to the 
majesty of their natural wonders. This new scale of violence 
that Elena sees in the United States calls into question 

Elena and Mauro’s decision to move their family to the 
States in search of amore prosperous and safer life. 


Chapter 6 Quotes 


@@ i^n South Carolina they became used to stares, absorbing 
hisses from locals of Go back to where you came from while 
Mauro and Elena pretended not to understand. Sometimes 
when Mauro was out alone, someone would mutter terrorist at 
him, as if he were one of the hijackers whose faces plastered 
the news. 
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Related Characters: Elena, Mauro 


Related Themes: @ 


Page Number: 39 


Explanation and Analysis 


After leaving Texas and after Nando’s birth, Mauro and 
Elena move to South Carolina, where they experience 
racism and xenophobia. These sentiments were heightened 
by the recent September 11 attacks—in calling Mauro a 
terrorist, racist locals demonstrate not only that they 
cannot (or, rather, will not) distinguish between immigrants 
and terrorists. In their eyes, both pose an outside threat to 
the safety of the U.S. and its natural-born citizens—the only 
people they deem fit to inhabit the country . The racism and 
xenophobia Mauro and Elena experience demonstrates the 
rise in anti-immigrant sentiment after the attacks. It also 
shows how, in addition to the many legal obstacles that 
prevent immigrants from becoming legal U.S. citizens, they 
also struggle with discouraging and traumatizing social 
obstacles. The fact that the family becomes accustomed to 
these stares and insults underscores how normalized 
racism and xenophobia is in American society. 


Chapter 8 Quotes 


@@ “So many people want to leave this country,’ he said. “| 
can’t understand it. Why would anyone want to leave the most 
beautiful place on earth?” 


Related Characters: Carlos (speaker), Talia 


Related Themes: @ @ 


Page Number: 58 


Explanation and Analysis 


As Talia attempts to get from the prison school back to 
Mauro undetected, she gets a ride from a man named 
Charles, whom she meets at a café. Charles is French but 
has been living in Colombia for years and goes by Carlos. 
When Carlos asks why anyone would want to leave 
Colombia, “the most beautiful place on earth,’ he calls to 
attention the different relationships that people can have to 
land. Because Carlos is not a Colombia native, he has not 
experienced the trauma that Mauro and Elena have gone 
through, having lived in Colombia through periods of 
political instability and extreme violence. Furthermore, as 
an expat, Carlos can enjoy the beautiful scenery of the 
country while always knowing that he is free to leave 


whenever he likes—his French citizenship gives him an easy 
out. It’s also notable that Carlos comes from a western 
European country. Because does not have the experience 
of growing up in a corrupt country ravaged by Western 
colonialism, he is able to separate the natural beauty of 
Colombia with a degree of privilege denied to many native- 
born Colombians like Mauro and Elena, who have 
experienced firsthand the aftermath of political instability 
and violence that colonization has left in its wake. 


Chapter 10 Quotes 


@@ Knowledge seized, converted to what they call legend, and 
made so famous it was like it didn’t even belong to Colombia 
anymore. It made her sad they weren't able to keep their most 
beautiful things secret in order to protect them from the rest of 
the world. 


Related Characters: Elena, Mauro, Karina, Tiberio 


Related Themes: (2) © 


Related Symbols: (=) 


Page Number: 80 


Explanation and Analysis 


Before Mauro, Elena, and Karina immigrate to the United 
States, Mauro takes the two of them to a sacred, ancient 
lake in the Colombia countryside. At the lake, Mauro and 
Elena make wishes, harnessing the ancestral power of the 
sun. In this quote, Elena reflects on Colombian mythology 
and the ways that it has been changed and co-opted by the 
istory of Spanish colonialism in Colombia. Though Mauro 
has a deep connection to this mythology because of his 
friendship with Tiberio, Elena’s comment sheds light on the 
fact that this part of Colombian culture has been widely 
diluted throughout a history of Spanish settlement. It also 
calls to attention the fact that knowledge is just as much of a 
resource as any natural resource that colonizers 
desire—and that there is a power in keeping that knowledge 
secret. By retaining their ancestral knowledge, Elena and 
Mauro can hopefully retain a connection to the power of 
their land. 


ai 
ea) 
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Chapter 11 Quotes 


@@ During the years Elena and Mauro contemplated staying 


in the country and the threat of being caught and sent back, 
they thought only of their lives lived here or lived there, not a 
fractured in-between. It never occurred to them their family 
could be split as if by an ax. 


Related Characters: Elena, Mauro 


Related Themes: (f) 


Page Number: 86 


Explanation and Analysis 


After a couple years of living in the United States and 
worrying about being caught by ICE, Mauro is caught 
without papers and deported. As a result, their family is 
separated across countries. This is a new situation for 
them—although they have known danger and experienced 
great struggle, they were always able to rely on the strength 
of their family bond to help them through times of hardship. 
The fact that Mauro and Elena have never even considered 
that their family might one day be separated underscores 
the emotional weight of Mauro’s deportation—the 
splintering of their family was literally a situation that they 
could not imagine. But the situation of Mauro and Elena’s 
family is not unique—indeed, it is common among the many 
mixed-status families who have been torn apart by lacking 
and often unjust immigration systems. The violence that the 
simile of the ax adds to the sentence poses this separation 
as an act of figurative violence the United States 
government has committed. 


Chapter 12 Quotes 


@@ What was it about this country that kept everyone hostage 


to its fantasy? The previous month, on its own soil, an American 
man went to his job at a plant and gunned down fourteen 
coworkers, and last spring alone there were four different 
school shootings. A nation at war with itself, yet people still 
spoke of it as some kind of paradise. 


Related Characters: Elena, Mauro 


Related Themes: € @ 


Page Number: 90 


Explanation and Analysis 


After Mauro’s deportation, Elena struggles to figure out 
how to care for her family as a now single, undocumented 
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parent. During this scene, she talks with other women who 
are immigrants and are or have known women in a similar 
situation as her. The fact that Elena’s situation is so common 
shows the extreme nature of the U.S. immigration system. 
Now left in the United States without Mauro, Elena must 
raise her children in a country that is possibly as violent as 
the Colombia that she and her family left behind. In 
wondering why the United States still holds the allure it 
does, Elena calls attention to the power of mythmaking in 
shaping a world’s perception of a country. Because of the 
political, cultural, and economic power of the United States, 
its myth as a “paradise” remains strong despite the everyday 
violence that Elena sees once moving there and 
experiencing the country firsthand. 


Chapter 13 Quotes 


@@ He knew Talia didn’t deserve a father like him. Pathetic. 
Contorted like some hooved creature. He thought of going to 
the Salto del Tequendema and launching himself over the 
waterfall like the Muiscas who, with all hope lost of being saved 
by Bochica, chose suicide over colonial enslavement. But the 
sight of this daughter growing each day beside her 
grandmother kept him alive. 


Related Characters: Mauro (speaker), Talia, Perla 


Related Themes: © 


Page Number: 97 


Explanation and Analysis 


Mauro’s deportation has a devastating effect on his mental 
and physical health. Back in Colombia, he begins drinking 
and his alcohol addiction flares up. As a result, his mental 
and physical health declines so much that he lives on the 
street across from Perla’s house, unable to work. Only 
watching over Talia from afar gives him any purpose. In this 
quote, Mauro’s harsh view of himself demonstrates the 
ways that institutional and legal xenophobia and racism can 
directly and indirectly affect one’s self-image. When Mauro 
considers suicide, it is his idea to take back power from this 
system once and for all. In comparing himself to the 

uiscas, who “chose suicide over colonial enslavement,’ 
auro draws the connection between the literal colonial 
enslavement of Colombia under Spain and the more indirect 
colonial power that the United States and other countries 
have exercised over the modern world. However, his 
decision to continue living shows how his love for and 
devotion to his family gives him strength to carry on despite 
the overwhelming hopelessness of his present situation. 
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Chapter 18 Quotes 


@@ [Mauro] didn’t want his daughter to see her grandmother's 
condition as a death sentence. He didn’t want her to fear the 
body's natural process as it was shutting down, preparing for its 
exit from life. He wanted her to see that as long as Perla too 
breaths and had a heartbeat, even if her own home and family 
felt unfamiliar to her, she was loved and valued and still so alive, 
and though they could no longer reach or understand her, and 
her expression became a blank, secretive mask, she would 
now through their touch and voices that she was safe and 
belonged there. 


Related Characters: Talia, Elena, Mauro, Perla 


Related Themes: 
Page Number: 123 


Explanation and Analysis 


After Mauro’s deportation, it takes him years to get his 
mental and physical health back to a place where he can live 
with Talia and Perla. Once he finally becomes sober and gets 
ajob, he returns to live with Perla and Talia. At that time, 
however, Perla’s health began to decline. Though Talia was 
supposed to return to the United States to live with her 
mother and siblings, Elena and Mauro agree that Talia 
should stay with Perla for a while because she seems to 
improve Perla’s memory. This decision is one of many in the 
novel that exemplify making sacrifices in order to care for 
family. Not only does Talia care for Perla by simply being 
there, but she also physically tends to her. Talia and Mauro’s 
dedication to Perla throughout her illness, even when Perla 
seems unaware of their presence, shows the deep faith and 
love that the characters have for family, standing by their 
side through times of immense hardship. 


Chapter 19 Quotes 


@@ This assigned status wants you to think of the US 
government as another kind of parent. The one who rejects you 
for its preferred child. Sometimes | feel bad for having longed 
for those papers like who | am isn’t enough. Why should | want 
to be identified as a gringa, reciting the pledge they made me 
memorize in school before | even understood English, if the 
government makes it so clear they don’t want people like me 
here? Maybe that | don’t have the documentation they want is 
good. It means they don’t own me. 


Related Characters: Karina (speaker), Elena, Mauro 


Related Themes: @ @ 


Page Number: 127 


Explanation and Analysis 


At this point in the novel, Karina reveals herself as the 
narrator. She says that she writes her family’s story in order 
to record her family story and to share with her audience 
the perspective of an undocumented child of a mixed-status 
family. In this quote, she reflects on her own relationship to 
documentation. Understandably, she has a mixed attitude 
toward it: while she wants the security of the papers (and, 
additionally, the educational and economic opportunities 
that come with the papers), she also understands that the 
United States is a xenophobic country and is one that she 
may not wat to be a part of. She reflects on the irony that 
she was forced to recite the pledge of allegiance, pledging 
her devotion to a country that does not even claim her as a 
citizen. Karina’s perspective builds on Elena and Mauro’s 
experience as undocumented in the United States, showing 
instead the perception of a person who has grown up 
undocumented. 


Chapter 20 Quotes 


@@ The principal turned to me. | Know English is not your first 
language, Fernando, so it’s possible you may have 
misunderstood what your classmates have been saying to you. 
As you can see, their only interest is in helping you fit in with 
our community. 


Related Characters: Nando (speaker), Elena, Mauro, 
Karina 


Related Themes: @ 


Page Number: 134 


Explanation and Analysis 


n Chapter 20, Nando narrates the story at the request of 
his sister, Karina. This narration allows the reader to 
experience anew perspective, as Nando is the only 
character whose perspective the novel has not yet shown. 
nthis chapter, Nando relates his experiences growing up 
Latino in the mostly white, wealthy town where Elena works 
as a housekeeper. Some of these white, wealthy kids bully 
ando in school. This bullying demonstrates how deep 
racism and xenophobia run in American society—clearly, 
these students learn these attitudes from the prejudice that 
surrounds them. Furthermore, when the principal intimates 
that Nando does not understand what the boys were saying 
because Spanish is his first language (even though Nando 
was born in the United States), it is clear that this racism 
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even extends to the administration of the school. Even 
though he is documented, unlike his sister and mother, 
Nando still experiences xenophobic prejudice at both the 
personal and institutional level. 


Chapter 23 Quotes 


@@ Leaving is a kind of death. You may find yourself with much 


less than you had before. 


It seemed to Mauro that in choosing to emigrate, we are the 
ones trafficking ourselves. Perhaps it was the fate of man to 
remain in motion and seek distance, determined by the will of 
Chiminigagua, because humankind’s first migration was from 
the subterranean world beneath the sacred lake, driven out by 
the great water snake, to the land of the jaguars and the 
kingdom of the condors above. 


Related Characters: Talia, Elena, Mauro, Karina 


Related Themes: @ @ 


Page Number: 150 


Explanation and Analysis 


As Talia gets ready to return to her mother and siblings in 
the United States, Mauro wants to prepare her for the 
complex experience that leaving her home will present. 
Even though Talia is excited to begin her new life and 
reunite with the rest of her family, Mauro wants to prepare 
her for the harder parts of leaving Colombia. The invocation 
of death in this passage implies that leaving one’s culture 
and homeland for a different place effectively splits the self. 
Although Talia’s move to the U.S. will give her many 
opportunities for success, she will also leave a part of 
herself behind in Colombia, the place that has made her the 
person she is at the story’s present. 


In this quote, Mauro also invokes the sacred lake that he 
visited with Elena and Karina before emigrating to Texas. In 
consulting this mythology, Mauro looks for a way to 
understand and explain the ways that humans move 
themselves, even when it is difficult. As the lake represents 
the power that indigenous Muisca mythology holds in 
Mauro’s understanding of his culture, comparing the 
family’s immigration story to that of humanity being driven 
out of the lake can help him understand the difficult choice 
to let go of his daughter. 


©2024 LitCharts LLC w 


www.LitCharts.com 


Get hundreds more LitCharts at www.litcharts.com 


Chapter 24 Quotes 


@@ We sat facing Sing Sing across the river. As kids we 
thought it was a castle where the King of America lived until 
someone told us it was a prison where they locked up 
murderers and lunatics. It was years before | understood that 
our father’s detainment and deportation, which | don’t 
remember at all, meant he’d spent time in jail. Maybe one like 
Sing Sing, with its spindly watchtowers and wire scaffolds. 


Related Characters: Nando (speaker), Talia, Karina 


Related Themes: €} @ 


Page Number: 155 


Explanation and Analysis 


Before Talia’s arrival and after Karina’s graduation from high 
school, Nando and Karina go ona picnic to the mountains 
near their house. This outing demonstrates their closeness, 
having grown up together as outsiders in a white, wealthy 
town. This examination of their existing dynamic highlights 
the magnitude of Talia’s impending arrival, when the 
structure and dynamic o their family will change. Nando’s 
reflects that he and Karina used to think the Sing Sing 
prison was a castle. They now know that Sing Sing is a 
prison; this change in understanding reflects their growing 
disillusionment with the United States as they mature and 
become more aware of the country’s racism and 
xenophobia. Sing Sing symbolizes the allure of the United 
States, with its grandeur and stateliness, and the ways that 
there is darkness hidden under the surface. In Nando’s case, 
that darkness is racism, xenophobia, and the trauma of his 
father’s deportation. That Nando's father, who was 
imprisoned alongside “murderers and lunatics” despite not 
committing any violent crimes himself, highlights the unjust 
nature of the U.S. immigration system, which does little to 
differentiate between a person who commits an act of 
violence and an immigrant like Mauro, whose only crime 
was being born in the wrong place. 


Chapter 26 Quotes 


@@ Mauro whispered then that a condor, which could live as 
long as a human, was faithful to one partner for life. Together 
they nested on impenetrable cliffs, sharing the duties of 
incubation, making a home for their family only they were able 
to reach. 


Related Characters: Elena, Mauro, Karina 
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Related Themes: @ 


Page Number: 168 


Explanation and Analysis 


In this scene, Elena reminisces about the night before she, 
Mauro, and Karina left Colombia. That night, Mauro tells 
Elena that he saw a condor flying through the city, which is a 
very rare occurrence. Because the condor is the national 
bird of Colombia, Mauro’s sighting of the bird right before 
their move symbolizes the deep connection to Colombia 
that he and Elena have. Furthermore, the fact that the 
condor mates for life and works to make a safe, healthy 
home for their family parallels Mauro and Elena’s actions 
throughout the novel. Despite living in separate countries, 
Mauro and Elena remain faithful to each other and do 
everything they can to keep their children healthy and safe. 
Elena’s reminiscence about this moment after all these 
years underscores her dedication to Mauro and their 
relationship. It also makes Mauro’s sighting of the condor 
even more powerful. 


@@ But every nation in the Americas had a hidden history of 
internal violence. It just wore different masks, carried 
different weapons, and justified itself with different stories. 


Related Characters: Talia, Elena 


Related Themes: @ @ 


Page Number: 170 


Explanation and Analysis 


Before Talia comes to stay her mother and siblings, Elena 
reflects on the experience of living in two different 
countries. She specifically reflects on the experience of 
leaving one country due to violence, only to arrive in 
another country that is also violent. By grouping Colombia 
and the United States together as part of the “Americas, 
Elena calls to attention the legacy of colonialism that haunts 
both countries—in the case of Colombia, the Spanish 
colonizing the indigenous Colombian people and land, and 
in the case of the United States, multiple powers colonizing 
the land and wiping out the indigenous populations. This 
analysis implies that a violent start leads to continued 
violence. Furthermore, by referencing the unique violence 
that exists in the United States, Elena undermines the 
power of the myth of the United States as a prosperous and 
safe place. Elena, having lived in the country for years now, 
understands that these stories are just stories. 


Chapter 28 Quotes 


@@ They were just another parent and child in an airport 
terminal full of goodbyes. They entered as conspirators, calm, 
trying not to show their fear that she could be arrested. 


Related Characters: Talia, Mauro, Aguja 


Related Themes: 
Page Number: 175 


Explanation and Analysis 


This passage takes place after Aguja has safely returned 
Talia to Mauro. On their last night together, Mauro and Talia 
remained safe from the police and now, in the airport, hope 
for the same. Their anxiety in the airport highlights the 
dangerous nature of their circumstances—though in any 
other situation, Mauro and Talia would be able to focus on 
saying goodbye to one another, the set of circumstances 
that led Talia to escape from the prison school causes them 
to focus on the fear that she could be arrested in the 
airport. This fear on Talia’s part reflects the fear that the 
rest of her family has experienced in living undocumented in 
the United States, knowing that ICE could discover them at 
any time. In this way, though their circumstances are not the 
same, Talia is able to understand what it is like to live ina 


state of constant fear. In referring to Talia and Mauro as 
conspirators, the author underscores the ways that 
circumstance and adversity have brought them closer. It 
also points to the novel’s broader point about the 
dissonance between what is legal and what is moral. Given 
Talia’s recent escape from the prison school, Mauro is acting 
against the law by aiding in Talia’s escape to the United 
States, even if there is nothing immoral about Mauro’s 
determination to get his daughter out of Colombia, 


Chapter 29 Quotes 


@@ She worried she'd left her real self with her father and the 
girl who flew to the United States in her place, though she wore 
the same face, was someone else. 


Related Characters: Talia, Elena, Mauro 


Related Themes: (f) 


Page Number: 182 


Explanation and Analysis 


As Talia adjusts to her new life in the United States, she 
notices change in herself. Now living in a country where 
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English is the primary language, though her mother speaks 
Spanish and her family speaks basic Spanish, Talia feels a 
oss of part of herself. This loss is felt through the loss of 
anguage, a central mode of self-expression for Talia. This 
feeling of loss is what Mauro had tried to warn Talia about 
before she left Colombia, as he understood that to leave 
one’s home is to leave a part of oneself behind, even if one is 
eaving home for better things. Furthermore, the idea that 
self-expression is an integral part of one’s identity calls to 
attention the emotional strife of living with a secret: though 
Talia’s mother and siblings are a part of a tight community, 
they walk through the United States with the secret of their 
mixed documentation status, and this adds struggle to their 
daily life despite the growing economic stability they 
experience the longer they live in the U.S. 


Chapter 30 Quotes 


@@ | started writing the chronicle of our lives because it’s 
important to leave a record. For us, if for nobody else, because 
everyone has a secret self truer than the parts you see. 


Related Characters: Karina (speaker), Talia, Elena, Mauro, 
Nando 


Related Themes: €} @ 


Page Number: 187 


Explanation and Analysis 


Toward the end of the novel, Karina reflects on her own 
motivation for writing the family’s story. Continuing on the 
theme of self-expression that Talia highlights when 
reflecting on the parts of herself that she left in Colombia, 
Karina understands that one’s self-expression is an essential 
part of personhood. Even though nobody may ever read 
Karina and her family’s story, Karina commits to the 
importance of making a record that legitimizes and 
validates her family’s story. This record stands in contrast 
with Karina and her mother’s undocumented status. In this 
way, Karina consciously makes her own documentation for 
her family to make up for the U.S’s refusal to grant the 
family legal documentation. For Karina, being 
undocumented is also connected to the other hidden parts 
of oneself, including one’s innermost thoughts and feelings. 
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Karina's record of her family shows that while being 
undocumented may affect their lives, it does not define 
them: each and every one of them has passion and purpose 
outside of their documentation status. In this way, the novel 
gives undocumented immigrants back the humanity of 
which their undocumented status has robbed them. 


e@@ | wondered about the matrix of separation and dislocation, 
our years bound to the phantom pain of a lost homeland, 
because now that we are together again that particular hurt 
and sensation that something is missing has faded. And maybe 
there is no nation or citizenry; they’re just territories mapped in 
place of family, in place of love, the infinite country. 


Related Characters: Karina (speaker), Talia, Elena, Mauro, 
Nando 


Related Themes: €D @ 


Page Number: 191 


Explanation and Analysis 


After Talia’s arrival in the United States, she becomes 
accustomed to her new life with the help of her siblings and 
mother. Without the knowledge of his family, Mauro 
decides that he must return to them. He takes steps to get 
into the country and contacts Elena and their children when 
he is on the way to their house by car. Finally, at the end of 
the novel, Mauro has a tearful reunion with Elena and their 
children. This quote concludes the novel as Karina reflects 
on the feeling of wholeness now that the family has 
reunited. In saying that their home country is love, Karina 
undermines the power of the unjust United States 
immigration system that has attempted to define their 
home through law. While Elena has felt homesick for 
Colombia over the years she has spent in the U.S., Karina 
realizes that this feeling of homesickness is really just the 
longing for family. In this way, then, the novel further 
challenges the concept of legal, national borders. Physical 
geography does not define a place, nor does a person's 
birthplace define where they belong or where they feel at 
home. The world, the novel suggests, should not be defined 
by its national borders, but rather by the people, histories, 
and cultures that give people a sense of belonging. 
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SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS 


The color-coded icons under each analysis entry make it easy to track where the themes occur most prominently throughout the 
work. Each icon corresponds to one of the themes explained in the Themes section of this LitChart. 


CHAPTER 1 


At the novel's opening in the present day, Talia has been ina 
prison school for teenage girls for a month. One night, she and 
another girl plan an escape. They make ropes out of bedsheets 
and tie up the nun who watches over them at night, Sister 
Susana. Though Talia’s father, Mauro, could not say so explicitly, 
Talia is confident that he would encourage her to escape as he 
did not have the money to get her out of the facility. The girls 
lock Sister Susana in their room and run the perilous route out 
of the facility, hiding from the guards. 


Talia and the other girl part ways, and she comes to a gas 
tation on the side of the road. She asks an older man who is 
Iling his truck there for a ride, saying that she wants to go 
nywhere but there. He warns her against telling people that 
he will go anywhere. He agrees to give her a ride after he 
eeps for a few hours. He assures her that he has daughters 
and will not bother or assault her if she tries to sleep, and she 
internally reflects that she would have tried to sleep even if he 
had not given her this assurance. 


nn wo DN 


The story flashes back to the incident that landed Talia in the 
prison camp in the first place. One day, while meeting her friend 
at her workplace, Taliasees a boy dump a pot of hot oil ona 
stray cat. This act enrages her, and she in turn throws a pot of 
hot oil on the boy, burning him. After the police arrest her, Talia 
spends a harrowing night in jail before she is released on bail to 
her father. She becomes a news story. After a series of 
psychological tests show no abnormalities, Talia is admitted to 
the prison school. 


Talia does not tell the truck driver that she has escaped from 
the prison school. Instead, she tells him that she is trying to visit 
her dying grandmother. In reality, her grandmother, Perla, is 
already dead. The man tells her that he is on the way to beg for 
his wife back, whom he left for another woman. They pass a 
military checkpoint, where the man comments to Talia that 
there is no difference between the military soldiers and 
guerrilla soldiers. He tells the soldiers that Talia is his niece, and 
they go through the checkpoint. 
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Though the reader does not yet know why Talia is in a prison school, 
the fact that she works so hard to escape—and that her father 
would approve of her escape—implies that her imprisonment is 
unjust. Her escape also shows that she is a creative thinker, unafraid 
to break the rules for what she believes is right. 


When Talia finds the first man she sees and says that she will go 
anywhere, her desperation to escape is clear. His unprompted 
reassurance that he will not assault her highlights the normality of 
violence against women. 


The novel’s readers receive an answer to the question of how Talia 
landed in the prison school. Her actions indicate a passionate 
personality, oriented towards justice. This act is just one example in 
the novel of personal morals clashing with the rule and standards of 
law. 


The white lie that Talia tells the man (and the one that the man tells 
to the authorities) hints further at the idea that morals do not 
always align with the law. The fact that the man is on his way to try 
to make amends with his wife also presents a model of forgiveness 
and self-improvement early on in the novel. Furthermore, his 
comments about there being no difference between the guerilla 
soldiers and the military soldiers set the scene for the book’s 
examination of politics in Colombia. 
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Before Talia was sent to a prison school, the social worker told 
Talia’s father, Mauro, that she was lucky that she could pass for 
middle class and therefore go to that facility, as others were 
much worse. The narrator gives a brief history of Talia’s family. 
Her parents, Elena and Mauro, met and fell in love in Bogota. 
ow, Elena, Talia’s sister Karina, and her brother Nando live in 
the United States while Talia and Mauro live in Bogota. Though 
Elena never dreamed of travel or moving, Mauro often spoke of 
the corruption of his country and believed that the best thing 
for his family was moving to the United States. 


CHAPTER 3 


The reader learns that the Bogota of Talia’s childhood is very 
different from the one of her parents’ upbringing. While 
Bogota during Talia’s childhood was a tourist destination, 
during her parents’ upbringing it was a place of inescapable 
danger and violence. The reader learns about Mauro and 
Elena’s early romance. 


Whereas Elena grew up with her mother above the laundry 
they owned, Mauro had a more lonesome upbringing. Fearing 
that he might corrupt her, Mauro did not tell Elena the whole 
truth about his childhood. Growing up without a father, 

auro’s mother took him out of school at age 10 and sent him 
to his aunt’s home to get a job. Mauro begins to dig graves with 
his aunt’s companion, Tiberio. Throughout their days together, 
Tiberio teaches Mauro about recent Colombian history and 
Ancestral Knowledge, the indigenous mythology of Colombia. 
At age 14, Mauro returns to his mother’s home, but he looks so 
much like his absent father than she once again kicks him out of 
the house. 


Homeless, Mauro bounces around between the homes of 
different neighbors. Eventually, a mugger named Jairo takes 
him in, allowing him to sleep on a mat on the kitchen floor. 
auro gets a job at the local market at a produce stand, where 
he sleeps in the stock room in exchange for work. There, Mauro 
meets Elena, who comes to the fruit stand once a week. Over 
time, they strike up a friendship. Mauro falls in love with her 
and worries for her safety in the dangerous Bogota when they 
are not together. Mauro both loves and envies Elena’s love for 
Bogota, despite its poor weather. Mauro often derides their 
country, believing that the poverty and corruption is 
responsible for people’s misdeeds. 
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The social worker's words to Mauro give the reader a glimpse of the 
social landscape of Colombia, where there are many different levels 
of prison facilities for children. The brief introduction to Talia’s 
family cements the novel as a family story, specifically that of a 
family separated by geography and circumstance. 


© O 


Mauro and Elena's experience growing up in Bogotá provides 
context for the knowledge that their family is separated across 
countries. Clearly, given the differences between current Bogotd and 
former Bogotá, the circumstances of a city can change rapidly over 
time. 


Though Mauro and Elena are a couple bound by both love and 
commitment, Mauro does not tell Elena everything. As the reader 
will see throughout the novel, Elena, too, does not tell Mauro 
everything. These omissions add to the nuance of their relationship. 
Specifically, Maure’s past, growing up unhoused at the age of 14, 
provides a window into understanding the trauma he grapples with 
later in the novel. 


80 


Mauro’s relationship with Jairo, who lives outside the law, further 
establishes the idea that law is not always in line with morality. 
Once Mauro meets Elena, their different attitudes towards Bogotd 
directly reflect their vastly different upbringings. 


Page 16 


Mil LitCharts 
CHAPTER 4 


Though Mauro and Elena have been a couple for years, Elena’s 
mother, Perla, never allows Mauro to sleep in their house. Still, 
after Perla goes to sleep, Elena sneaks Mauro into the 
apartment and they sit on the roof together. After the birth of 
their first daughter, Karina, Mauro moves in with Elena and 
Perla. After Karina is born, Mauro worries that he will not be a 
good father given his own troubled family life. He begins to talk 
about moving to another country to make money for his family, 
and then move back. However, to Mauro’s surprise, Elena 
suggests that she and Karina go with him. 


CHAPTER 5 


First, Elena and Mauro think of going to Spain, but their visa 
applications are denied. They then decide to move to Texas, 
telling Perla that Mauro has a cousin there. Instead, however, 
they stay with a friend of a friend as tenants in a small and 
unpleasant apartment. Mauro and Elena adjust to the hot 


ot wanting her mother to worry, Elena does not tell Perla the 
extent of the difficulty of adjusting to their new life. 


Mauro begins drinking again, frustrated by the difficulty of 
their life in Houston. One day, Mauro suggests returning to 
Colombia because they will always be foreigners in the United 
States. However, Elena reveals to him that she is pregnant. 
Mauro worries about supporting his growing family and 
teaching anew son. He and Elena continue to weigh their 
options, considering overstaying their visas, hiring a lawyer (at 
the risk of being scammed), or marrying other people to 
acquire green cards. However, Mauro refuses to consider this. 


After nine months, their son Nando is born. Mauro takes the 
morning off to take him and Elena home from the hospital, and 
learns that his workplace has been raided by ICE. He scrambles 
to pack up the family, afraid that the police will raid their house. 
They stay with another friend of a friend. On September 11, 
2001, Elena watches the attack on the twin towers in disbelief. 
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Even with the intensity of Mauro and Elena’s relationship, Perla 
remains a protective figure over Elena, perhaps hinting at her 
experience with a culture of men who prey on or take advantage of 
women. Mauro's obsession with moving to another country to 
escape the political instability of Colombia introduces the theme of 
migration and helps to explain why someone would leave their 
home to start a new life a strange, new place. 


Y 


The hardship that Mauro and Elena endure in Texas further 
illustrates their commitment to leaving their relatively comfortable 
life in Bogotá. Their omission of information from Perla is an 
expression of their care for her, not wanting to worry her too much. 
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The difficulty of life in Texas parallels the hardships Mauro 
experienced as a child growing up in Colombia, and this seems to 
trigger a trauma response in him, as his drinking indicates. Mauro’s 
unwillingness to enter into a sham marriage to get a green card 
demonstrates his commitment to his family bonds. Still, he remains 
committed to staying in the United States, no matter what it takes. 
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The news Mauro receives about ICE raiding his workplace highlights 
the heightened vulnerability Mauro and Elena experience due to 
their status as undocumented immigrants. On top of the stress of 
ordinary life, they must also live in constant fear of deportation. 
Furthermore, the 9/11 attack presents a stark contrast to the safety 
that Elena and Mauro believed they sought in the States. 
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CHAPTER 6 


In Mauro and Elena’s third year in the United States, Talia is 
born. Having spent a year in South Carolina, the family is living 
in a small town in Delaware. During their time in South 
Carolina, Mauro and Elena experience racism and xenophobia, 
and Mauro is even physically attacked. After losing his job 
there, Mauro insists his family go north rather than south. 
Elena wants to go back to Bogota, but Mauro insists that it 
not time yet and that they should make a new life for their 
family while they're young. 


S 


=. 


Delaware, the family all share one room in an apartment 
above a pizzeria owned by a Pakistani couple. After Talia’s birth, 
a nurse tells Elena that she may want to think about having a 
hysterectomy, but Elena shuts her down. At the same time, 
auro continues to struggle between his alcoholism and his 
desire to be a good father and husband. Though she loves him, 
Elena considers leaving him for the safety of her children. 
However, she decides that no matter what, their chances of 
survival are better together. 


CHAPTER 7 


A few weeks after Talia’s birth, the landlord of the apartment 
finds out that the Pakistani couple has been renting the room 
to Elena and Mauro. The landlord evicts them, the apartment is 
over the occupancy limit. Mauro does his best to find his family 
somewhere else to live. However, one day, the police come 
upon Mauro taking a nap in his car and arrest him, believing hi 
to be drunk. Though Mauro is sober, he does not have the 
sufficient papers to show the police. 


m 


auro, Elena, and the children move to live with a friend of a 
riend in New Jersey. The friend, Dante, lets the family live in 
his basement. Dante’s wife, Yamira, shows Elena how to clean 
houses the way that the rich residents of the town prefer. 
Elena, Mauro, and the children live there for months, with an 
upstairs neighbor watching the children while Elena and Mauro 
are at work. 


f 
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Thus far the reader has seen Elena and Mauro face economic 
hardship in the U.S., and the outright racism they experience here 
adds a social dynamic to their struggle and sheds light on the 
country’s rejection of immigrants, particularly those from non- 
European countries. 


© O 


Many hardships and tough decisions fall on Elena. This is clear from 
the nurse’s advice to Elena to get a hysterectomy and from Elena’s 
thinking about whether it will be better in the long run for her 
children if she leaves Mauro. Elena’s struggles have a gendered 
quality to them, as well, highlighting how her being a woman 
compounds the struggles she already faces as an undocumented 
immigrant. 


© O 


The circumstance of the police finding Mauro and believing him to 
be drunk, though he is not drunk, illustrate the danger that simply 
existing presents for Mauro as an undocumented person: even just 
sleeping in his car exposes Mauro to great risks that can lead to 
serious consequences—perhaps even to his deportation. Mauro 
narrowly avoids getting deported for now, but this scene builds 
tension as readers may reasonably predict that it’s only a matter of 
time before he slips up again—and perhaps he won't be so lucky the 
next time. 
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When Yamira helps Elena and an upstairs neighbor watches the 
children, the novel shows the importance in community sticking 
together to help one another. Though Elena and Mauro struggle 
through unpleasant living situations, they rely on their network of 
documented and undocumented contacts to help them make a life 
in the United States. 
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One night, however, Mauro accuses Dante of stealing money 
from him. The two men get into a fight, and the police 
eventually come on the scene and find that Mauro is 
undocumented. Furthermore, he had skipped his hearing from 
his earlier misdemeanor. Mauro is put in ICE detention. Elena 
believes that he will come home and simply have to pay some 
penance. She does not yet understand that he is marked for 
deportation. 


CHAPTER 8 


Back in the present, Talia stops in a café, where she watches 
tourists. She sees a report about her escape on the news. She 
approaches a French man named Charles (who goes by Carlos) 
sitting alone. After talking for a while and stepping outside, 
Elena asks him for a ride back to Bogota. He says that he does 
not like driving at night, so she can stay with him at his 
apartment, and they will go in the morning. 


Talia goes to Carlos’s apartment. As he pours her tea, Carlos 
asks her why anyone would want to leave Colombia. Talia goes 
to sleep on his mattress while he takes the couch. As she falls 
asleep, she reflects on the years of seeing her mother and 
siblings through a video chat screen. She remembers the early 
stages of her grandmother, Perla’s, cognitive decline, when she 
started calling Talia “Elena.” Suddenly, she hears Carlos get up. 
He comes over to the mattress and touches her hair, calling her 
beautiful. She tells him to stop, and he goes back to the couch. 
However, later, she wakes to find a naked Carlos sleeping next 
to her, though he has not touched her. She rises quietly, steals 
his wallet and phone, and leaves the apartment. 


CHAPTER 9 


After leaving Carlos’s apartment, Talia finds a ride with a man 
on a motorcycle a few years older than her, named Aguja. She 
gives him Carlos’s phone and wallet in exchange for the ride. 
Talia trusts him, but she remembers the self-defense that she 
learned at the prison school just in case. He tells her that he will 
take her some of the way to Bogota, but not all the way. 


Talia remembers her seventh birthday, the day Mauro came to 
celebrate sobered and bright-eyed. As Talia begins to spend 
more time with her father, Perla disapproves of the Colombian 
mythology he teaches her. She specifically remembers the 
creation myth, which Mauro believes can help them 
understand their culture and country. 
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Mauro’s run-in with the police once again highlights the fragility of 
the family’s life in the U.S. To avoid deportation, undocumented 
individuals must do their best to never transgress or act outside of 
the law, even when doing so might be morally justified, and even 
when their transgression is relatively mild. 
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The presence of tourists in Colombia serves as a contrast to Elena 
and Maure’s childhoods. Though Colombia is generally safer for 
Talia than it was for Elena and Mauro as young people, it’s still a risk 
for Talia to request a ride from a man she does not know. 
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Talia’s reflection is a natural consequence of her imminent 
impending return to her mother and siblings. On another note, 
Carlos’s violation of Talia demonstrates the violence that plagues 
women and girls in society. Furthermore, his status as a foreigner 
cements the idea that danger can come from anyone and anywhere, 
not just Colombian culture, and that women face a 
disproportionate amount of danger no matter where in the world 
they are. 
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Though Talia trusts Aguja, she stays on guard. This further 
illustrates the wariness toward men that Talia has learned as a 
young woman growing up— and Talia’s wariness, in turn, further 
points to the pervasiveness of violence against women. 


Mauro and Perla have different ideas about how to raise Talia. 
Mauro’s attachment to Colombian myth, especially as he works on 
his sobriety, shows the ways that having an idea of one’s origins can 
give a person strength and stability in their life, especially during 
times of hardship. 
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After Perla died, Talia hoped and prayed that Perla would 
appear to her ina dream. When she did not, Mauro tried to 
comfort her by telling her that as soon as Perla’s soul rested 
after her transit to the spirit world, she would visit Talia. Talia 
remembers a girl in the prison school who claimed to be 
connected to the spirit world. Talia gave her some of her dinner 
as payment, but Perla did not appear to her. 


Aguja and Talia stop at arest stop, where she buys them sodas 
and empanadas. She tells Aguja that she is trying to get ona 
flight to move to be with her family in the U.S. In turn, Aguja 
tells her a bit about his life, that he does odd jobs and lives with 
his girlfriend’s family. He tells Talia not to flirt with him. 


CHAPTER 10 


When Mauro heard that Talia burned the boy, he trusted that 
she did it in self-defense or for another good reason. He 
reflects on his experiences trying to get sober, attending 
meetings for addicts. Many of the people in those meetings 
blame their bad deeds on the devil, and they believed that fear 
and prayer was the answer to pushing the devil off. This 
method worked for Mauro, who had been clean for nearly 10 
years. Perla tells him about the time she hired a bruja (witch) to 
expel an evil spirit from the house. 


When the prison school calls Mauro to let him know that Talia 
has escaped and was, in fact, the ringleader of the escape, 
auro is proud. They tell him that if he does not turn her in, he 
is liable to be prosecuted. When Elena calls, Mauro continues 
to lie about Talia’s whereabouts, having not told Elena that she 
was sent to the prison school in the first place. Elena tells him 
that Karina, Nando, and Lance (the boy she cares for) are well. 
auro remembers taking Elena and Karina on a day trip to the 
sacred lake Tiberio told him about before leaving for Texas. He 
and Elena made wishes there: Mauro wished for a good life in 
the north for his family with no need to return, and he 
suspected that Elena wished for the opposite. 
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Though Mauro does his best to draw on cultural mythology to 
comfort Talia, she struggles with her grief over Perla’s death. This 
shows that although a connection to one’s cultural roots can 
provide some strength and stability, it’s not a magical solution to all 
of life’s problems. 
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Talia and Aguja continue to build trust. His clear intentions to do 
Talia no harm—or even to flirt with her—stand out in a story in 
which most female characters experience some degree of gender- 
based violence or harassment. 


Mauro’s trust in Talia demonstrates their closeness and mutual 
respect. This trust also exemplifies Mauro’s faith, which helped him 
through his struggle with alcoholism, an especially challenging time 
in his life. Perla also shows her own spirituality when she tells Mauro 
that she hired a bruja to expel an evil spirit. 
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Mauro’s pride in Talia for escaping the prison school further 
emphasizes that the trust he has in his daughter is far greater than 
the trust he has in his government or prison system, and this builds 
on the novel’s broader point that sometimes, what counts as “right” 
in the eyes of the law isn’t necessarily the same as what's morally 
right. Furthermore, that Mauro and Talia keep her escape a secret 
underscores the emotional distance that exists between the two of 
them and the members of the family living in the U.S. Lastly, this 
scene further develops Mauro’s spirituality as a key aspect of his 
character, showing how he trusts in the sacred lake to protect his 
family against difficulty. 
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CHAPTER 11 


After Mauro is deported, Elena mourns for the possibilities for 
her family in the States if Mauro had not gotten arrested. 
nstead of staying in Dante and Yamira’s house as a family, 
Elena moves with her children into a room shared with another 
family, which Yamira helped her find. The Moldovan man with 
whom Elena and her family share the new accommodation 
often violates Elena, looking at her and masturbating while his 
wife sleeps next to him. Elena begins to have nightmares again, 
centering around a Colombian news item in which a young girl 
was trapped under a mudflow. 


CHAPTER 12 


When Mauro is in ICE detention, Elena is not able to visit him 
because he is only allowed visitors who are “lawfully present” in 
the country. Mauro becomes acquainted with the other men 
who are detained, some of whom were doctors and engineers 
in their country. On one call to Elena, Mauro tells her that she 
should stay with the children no matter what happens to him. 
One night, Elena has a nightmare: she and Mauro are on Perla’s 
roof. Mauro holds up Talia to the sky, refusing to give her back 
to Elena despite her begging. The next morning, Elena calls the 
detention center, but they tell her that Mauro is already on the 
plane back to Colombia. 


Elena is not the only one in her community whose family has 
been broken apart by the immigration system. Many other 
women have had their husbands taken away from them. Her 
other Colombian friends tell Elena that she ought to send Talia 
back to Colombia, as she will be able to better get her family 
financially on their feet, and Talia will always be able to come 
back as a U.S. citizen. Though Elena wants to go back to 
Colombia, her friends encourage her to stay and build a life for 
her children. When Elena calls Mauro, who is living with Perla, 
she secretly wants him to ask her to come back. But instead, he 
cries, saying that he failed her and their family. 


Eventually, Elena decides to send Talia back to Colombia to live 
with Mauro and Perla. She pays a woman to take Talia on the 
plane with her. Though Talia is usually a very calm child, that 
day in the airport she screams and cries. Elena hopes that Talia 
will not remember that day and that she won't carry that 
trauma with her. Elena also secretly hopes that her own 
children will never leave her the way she left her mother. 
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Elena’s undocumented status exacerbates the struggles she endures 
as a practical single mother. The Moldovan man’s violating behavior 
suggests society's broader disrespect for women. Elena’s nightmares 
reflects her stress at trying to make a life for her family in nearly 
impossible circumstances. 


© O O 


Elena’s inability to visit Mauro in ICE detention highlights the 
difficulties that undocumented or mixed-status families face when 
navigating the U.S. immigration system. Her nightmares continue to 
reveal her emotional strife, as she fears for her daughter and family 
connections amidst an unfair and complicated legal situation. 
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The fact that Elena’s situation is not unique among her community 
of immigrants in the United States is tragic, and it also reflects the 
broader shortcomings of the U.S. immigration system. Though 
Mauro is dedicated to his family, he struggles with his inability to 
provide for them after his deportation to Colombia. In this way, the 
difficult decision of whether to send Talia away falls to Elena, adding 
to her many stressors. 


Elena’s extremely difficult decision to send Talia back to Colombia 
reflects her dedication to providing for her family, even if it means 
splitting them up. Talia and Elena’s sadness on the day Elena sends 
Talia back to Colombia shows how her status as an undocumented 
immigrant forces her to make impossible decisions, compromising 
on her values (like the importance of family) in order to support her 
family financially and give them a better future in the long run. 
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CHAPTER 13 


After Mauro’s deportation, he spends years struggling with his 
addiction to alcohol. Eventually, he moves into a shelter and 
begins to attend meetings for addicts. In these meetings, he 
reflects on his time after deportation as his “lost years.” After 
years with Elena, Mauro has returned to his life of drinking and 
sleeping on the streets. Some nights, after Elena sends Talia 
back, he sleeps in front of Perla’s house so he can watch the 
door and make sure she is safe. The sight of his daughter 
walking in the neighborhood with her grandmother kept him 
alive, despite his struggle. 


While in the shelter, Mauro experiences alcohol withdrawal. 
When he is ready, he leaves the shelter and gets a job sweeping 
a warehouse, sleeping on the floor at night just like he did when 
he met Elena. He begins to visit Perla, who tells him how Elena 
and the children are doing. He worries that Elena will marry 
another man. 


CHAPTER 14 


After Mauro’s deportation, Elena finds a job mopping a 
restaurant. The boss does not pay her for her first month of the 
job, telling her it is customary to not be paid during the “trial 
period.” One night, the boss tells her to come to his office, and 
he rapes her. The next day, Elena tells a friend what happened, 
and she tells her that it unfortunately happens all the time, and 
she must try to forget it. 


Elena calls Perla less and less, unable to lie to her about the 
truth of their hardship. On Nochebuena (Christmas Eve), she 
speaks to Mauro, and aches to tell him the truth. She 
remembers a story her mother told her about a mother going 
to meet her daughter in heaven. 
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Mauro’s separation from his family at the hands of the U.S. 
immigration system sends him into the darkness of alcohol 
addiction. However, though he is unable to raise Talia during that 
time, he still dedicates himself to watching over her. As he struggles, 
his love for his daughter motivates him to overcome his addiction, 
further highlighting his commitment to his family as a motivating 
force in his life. 
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The parallels between Mauro’s sobriety journey and his teenage 
struggle to make a life for himself signals his renewed determination 
to improve himself. Notably, his journey toward recovery begins in 
earnest only once he reconnects with Perla, signaling the power of 
family ties. 


Elena’s boss takes advantage of her, both by not paying her and, 
devastatingly, by raping her. Elena’s undocumented status, in her 
mind and the mind of the boss, prevents her from bringing any 
consequences to him. Elena’s story, and the commonality of her 
story among her community, shows the ways that the lack of 
protection from the U.S. immigration system leads to trauma and 
disadvantages for migrants—especially for women and girls. 
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Elena’s trauma only creates more distance between herself and her 
family, as she feels she must conceal the difficulties of her life in the 
U.S. This puts her in an especially vulnerable, disempowered 
position: not only must she face the struggles that come with being 
undocumented, but she must do so alone, at least emotionally. 
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CHAPTER 15 


As Mauro undertakes his sobriety journey, he begins to become 
more presentable and recognizable to Perla. He spends more 
time with Talia, still a young child. One day, he shows up at 
Perla’s house in a uniform saying that he is ready to move in full 
time and help with the laundry Perla owns, with Talia, and with 
Perla’s care. Perla’s health and memory is in decline, but she 
refuses to see adoctor. He tells Elena that Perla’s memory 
improves when Talia is around, and they agree to put off 
sending her to the states. 


As Mauro drifts from Elena, Karina, and Nando, he becomes 
closer with Talia. One day, he brings Talia to the sacred lake 
where he had taken Elena and Karina before they left for the 
United States. He tells her stories about the lake. He privately 
reflects on one story in which a cacique, or tribal chieftain, must 
surrender his daughter to the lake. 


CHAPTER 16 


Elena remembers the first time she was able to video chat with 

auro after his deportation. That day, fearing that he might see 
the weight she’s gained, she keeps the camera close to her face. 
She reflects on the trauma of the man assaulting her, and she 
believes the secret of the assault has contributed to the 
emotional distance between herself and Mauro. 


After a few months working at the restaurant, Elena begins to 
clean houses. She builds up a base of clients and saves enough 
money to pay a lawyer to help her apply for a green card, but 
the lawyer takes her money and runs. 


One of Elena’s clients asks her to sit with her during lunch and 
speak Spanish. When Elena tells the client what had happened 
with the lawyer, the client asks her why “her people” have so 
many children if they can’t take care of them. A few weeks after 
that, the woman accuses Elena of stealing from her and fires 
her. 
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Having the purpose of returning to Talia’s life has given Mauro the 
strength to conquer his addiction. Similarly, the responsibilities of 
his new job, caring for both Talia and Perla will keep him motivated 
to be his best self. The decision to keep Tala in Colombia for the sake 
of Perla’s health illustrates the care that Mauro and Elena both have 
for Perla. It also reinforces the novel's broader point about how 
family ties sometimes involve sacrifice. 
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Mauro and Talia’s relationship is spiritual for him, as he shows when 
he brings her to the sacred lake. His fear of losing Talia is also clear, 
as he privately thinks about the myth of the cacique surrendering 
his daughter. 
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Elena’s weight gain (and unwillingness to show it to Mauro) 
demonstrates the distance that has grown between them. This 
distance has left her wary of showing her true self to the person she 
loves, and it also shows how trauma can affect one’s mental health 
and relationships. 


The lawyer's defrauding of Elena further underscores the 
vulnerability of undocumented immigrants—because she is 
undocumented, Elena cannot go to the police to report her theft 
without risking deportation. 
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After Elena’s client makes a racist and insulting remark, she is 
unable to face her own racism and fires Elena through deceitful 
means. This woman’s ability to falsely accuse Elena of stealing and 
fire her further demonstrates Elena’s agency. The client, like the 
dishonest lawyer, takes advantage of Elena because she knows 
Elena won't be able to defend herself. 
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As Elena goes about her life, she fears the police taking her 
away from her children. She expresses this fear to her priest, 
who tells her that they can always come to the church for 
sanctuary, though the priest is bound by law to inform the 
authorities that they are there. Elena has taught Karina and 
Nando to fear the police, as she is aware that there is racism 
and xenophobia that runs deep through American law and 
society. 


CHAPTER 17 


Back in the present, Talia recalls a time when the prison school 
brought ina woman to do a guided visual meditation with the 
girls. When the woman tried to get the girls to atone, Talia 
walked out and went to the bathroom. Soon, the girls all begin 
using going to the bathroom as a form of rebellion, taking back 
control over their bodies and lives. Sister Susana tells Talia to 
write a letter to the boy she burned as an apology, but she 
refuses. 


As Talia and Aguja stop at a gas station, she reflects on taking 
care of her grandmother. She does not mind cleaning her 
grandmother, because she sees it as an act of love. She often 
told Perla stories in an effort to preserve her memory. After 
Aguja fills the motorcycle’s tank, he offers to drive her farther. 


CHAPTER 18 


A few years after Mauro’s deportation, someone recommends 
Elena for a cleaning job at a huge house on the Hudson. When 
ena’s employers see how much Lance, their son, loves her, 
they hire her as ananny instead. Elena, Nando, and Karina 
move into the guest house on the property, which is larger and 
more luxurious than anywhere they have ever lived. Lance, who 
is 12 years old, has special needs and won't let anyone touch 
him except Elena. Karina and Nando treat him like a sibling, and 
Elena loves him. 


Over the years, before Perla’s death, Elena had thought about 
going back to Colombia to see her mother. However, the risk of 
not being able to come back was too great. She sometimes uses 
her children’s computers, which her employers gifted them, to 
look at her home on Google Maps. When Perla dies in her 
sleep, Elena feels it in her body. When Mauro calls Elena to tell 
her, he says it feels like she is in the room with them. 
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The fact that Elena teaches Karina and Nando to fear the police 
shows that, when the U.S. government does not protect people, 
those people in turn learn not to trust the government. 
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Talia’s resistant actions demonstrate her strong-willed character 
and her innate sense of leadership. She also has an internal sense of 
right and wrong, maintaining that she has nothing to apologize for 
and not allowing authority to control her just because they are an 
authority figure. 


Talia and Perla’s relationship is one of many in the novel that shows 
the power of devotion and care for one’s family. Furthermore, Talia’s 
penchant for storytelling takes after her father’s. As Mauro uses 
storytelling to preserve his own culture and identity, Talia uses 
storytelling to preserve Perla’s memory. 
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Though Elena went through many hardships trying to raise her 
children in the United States, her kindness and nurturing nature 
eventually leads to a much better situation for herself and her 
children. Elena and her children’s capacity for genuine family love, 
which they extend toward Lance, helps them to build a life ina more 
stable and financially secure environment. 


Even many years after leaving Colombia, Elena’s homesickness and 
deep connection to her mother remains. When she uses Google 
Maps to view her home, it reflects the ways that her relationship 
with Colombia changes over time with the emergences of new 
technologies, such as map software and video chat. 
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CHAPTER 19 


Karina reveals herself as the author of the story that the reader 


is reading. She reflects on the word undocumented, saying that 
she hates the term because it implies that she and her mother 
don't exist. She says that the U.S. is like a parent that rejects 
you for its preferred child. She says that no place can give rise 


to depression like an American suburb and, though Elena thinks 


depression is a “gringo problem,’ Karina has struggled with 
mental health. 


Karina thinks about the things she wants to tell Talia when she 
arrives to the U.S. She also reflects on how quickly she lost her 
Spanish skills, speaking only a childhood level of Spanish, 
enough to be her mother’s interpreter to her teachers. Karina 
is an excellent student. Nando, on the other hand, fell through 
the cracks and struggled with school. Karina says that she 
remembers the day that her father brought her and Elena to 
the lake. She also remembers the day that Talia was born. She 
says that she has always been jealous of Talia, as their mother 
views Talia as a “lost treasure.’ 


CHAPTER 20 


This chapter is in Nando’s voice. He addresses his writing to 
Karina, who has asked him to write down his reflections for an 
archive about their family. He relays the bullying and racism 
that he has experienced in school. Once, when he tried to tell 
the principal about it, the principal did not believe him and 
claimed that Nando was misinterpreting those boys. He only 
tells Karina about his experiences, though: he does not tell 
Elena. 


CHAPTER 21 


Back in Colombia, Talia and Aguja arrive in Chiquinquirá. They 
sleep next to each other under a bridge and wait for morning. 
She tells him the truth of why she is running, so far from home. 
He says that she is a fugitive and that if she left, she would 
never be able to return. When she says she wants to be with 
her mother, Aguja says that Colombia is Talia’s mother, too. As 
Aguja sleeps, Talia mourns the future in Colombia that she is 
giving up to start a new future in the U.S. 
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Karina’s relationship to her and her mother’s undocumented status 
provides a representation of the effect that growing up 
undocumented has on a person. Her struggle with mental health 
calls to attention the long-term effects that racism and xenophobia 
has on people of color and immigrants. 
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Karina's relationship to the Spanish language reflects her 
relationship to her own culture: while she is more acclimated to the 
U.S. than her mother is, she is still tied to her mother through the 
Spanish language as she helps her mother navigate the United 
States. 


80 


Nando’s experience allows the reader to see another perspective of 
growing up in a mixed-status family in the United States. The 
bullying the boys subject him to demonstrates that, even though 
Nando was born in the United States, he still experiences the same 
racism and xenophobia his immigrant parents did before him. 
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Talia and Aguja’s conversation emphasizes how difficult a decision 
Talia is making to live with her mother in the States, knowing that 
she may not ever be able to return home. The country of Colombia 
is just as essential a part of Talia’s identity as her family, and she 
struggles with the revelation that she may have to leave it behind 
forever. 
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CHAPTER 22 


The next morning, Aguja lights a candle in the basilica. There, he 
buys Talia a necklace depicting the Virgin Mary. Though Aguja 
plans to head back to his girlfriend, he offers to drive her all the 
way to her father. Talia hears him talking on the phone to his 
girlfriend, telling her that he got caught up visiting a friend. 
Talia notes his sweet tone, noticing its difference from the tone 
he uses with Talia. Talia calls Mauro on Aguja’s phone, but he 
does not answer. 


CHAPTER 23 


In Bogota, Mauro sees a missed call on his phone from an 
unknown number and hopes that it is Talia. At that moment, he 
is doing some electrical work at a family’s apartment. He 
observes the family eating breakfast together and imagines 
that it is his own family. 


After Perla’s death, Mauro reluctantly sold their house. That 
day, before handing over the keys, Mauro takes Talia to the roof 
and tries to impress upon her the connection that she has to 
their land. He wants to prepare her for the loss of leaving, 
knowing that what she sees as a renewal is also a form of death. 


While Talia was in the prison camp, Elena calls Mauro to ask 
him to pack Perla’s statue of the Virgin Mary for Talia to bring, 
but he tells her it was lost in the move. When Elena asks why 
Talia will not return her calls, Mauro says that she is just getting 
ready to leave. Later that day, Mauro buys Elena a new Virgin 
Mary statue and has a priest bless it. Mauro also buys presents 
for Karina and Nando, and he tattoos Talia’s and Nando’s names 
on his arm (previously, he only had Elena and Karina’s as they 
had no money for tattoos after Nando was born). 


CHAPTER 24 


nthe present, before Talia arrives in the U.S., Nando and 
Karina go for a picnic in the mountains near their hometown. 
ando writes to Karina about his relationship to their father: to 
ando, Mauro is basically a stranger, but he knows that Karina 
eels a connection to him and cries after their phone calls. He 
wonders what his parents were like as a couple, and he hopes 
to learn more about his father through Talia. 
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Aguja’s lighting of the candle shows how heavily spirituality factors 
into his efforts to protect the people he cares about. Aguja’s decision 
to drive Elena all the way back to her father shows his deep 
solidarity with her as a Colombian. 


© O 


Though Mauro has been away from his family for many years, he 
has never ceased to long for the everyday family life that he has 
missed out on since his deportation. This reinforces the high value 
he places on family, as well as the enduring power of family bonds. 
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Mauro’s firsthand experience with immigration lets him know that 
leaving Colombia will be more complicated than Talia thinks it will 
be. At the same time, his past experiences give him the wisdom and 
experience necessary to guide Talia through this challenging 
transition. 
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Mauro’s continual lies to Elena about Talia being in the prison 
school is one of many difficult choices that the family must make 
when divided across borders—though it’s not ideal to lie to his 
spouse, he’s also protecting her in a way, shielding her from the 
anguish of knowing about problems she has no way of fixing from so 
many miles away. On another note, Mauro’s new tattoos of his 
family members names reflect the incoming new era for the family, 
which will hopefully be united after years of separation. 
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Nando and Karina, as the two siblings who grew up together in the 
U.S., have a special relationship. Clearly, they know a lot about each 
other's emotional states. However, the reader also sees the longing 
that Nando and Karina experience for the reunification of their 
family. 
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Karina is about to graduate from high school, tied for first in her 
class, and will begin classes at the local junior college. Though 
she could have applied for DACA, she was too scared that it 
was a trick for the government to find undocumented families. 
One day, Nando sees her looking into being a webcam girl, 
hoping to make more money. He recalls when Karina yelled at 
him for considering the military. 


CHAPTER 25 


On her picnic with her brother, Karina ponders a news story 
that had captivated their mother about a Colombian woman 
who survived in the jungle with her three children for 40 days. 
She wonders if she has always felt so out of place because she 
was not born in the United States and is unable to adapt. She 
and Nando discuss what it will be like when Talia arrives, 
knowing they will have to get used to one another. 


CHAPTER 26 


One night, back when they lived together in Perla’s house 
before traveling to the U.S., Mauro told Elena that he’d seen a 
condor. Although condors are the national symbol of freedom 
and sovereignty in Colombia, they are scarce in populated 
areas of the country such as Bogota. Years later, when Mauro 
was in deportation detention, he asked Elena if she 
remembered that night. Condors, he had said that night, are 
faithful to one partner for life and make homes for their 
amilies that only they are able to reach. 
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n the present, Elena prepares for the fact that reconnecting 
with Talia after all these years may take longer than expected. 
She regrets separating her children from one another. She still 
hopes to return to Colombia one day with all her children 
together. 


CHAPTER 27 


Finally, Aguja and Talia arrive at Mauro’s house. He is not there, 
so they wait in a nearby park. Talia reflects on whether she is 
meant to stay in Bogotá. Later, they go to the apartment again 
and Talia reunites with her father. She says goodbye to Aguja, 
who tells her that she will be okay. It is Talia's last night at home 
with Mauro. He cooks dinner and plays music for them to 
dance together. They don't discuss her escape. She wishes they 
could go back on the roof of Perla’s house and experience the 
Bogota city lights one last time. 
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The fact that Karina is so academically accomplished and yet was 
too scared to apply for DACA and go to a four-year college shows 
the limitations that the unfair U.S. immigration system puts on 
undocumented children, denying them opportunities because of 
their undocumented status, which they would've had no control 
over as minors whose parents brought them over the border. 
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Even though Karina has grown up in the United States, she wonders 
about her own connection to the land and, in general, how much a 
person’s birthplace matters when it comes to culture. 
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The condor that Mauro sees represents his and Elena's commitment 

to their culture and the spirituality that helps them connect to that 

culture, even when they are miles away from their ancestral land. 

en the condors mating patterns represent Mauro and 
Elena’s commitment to each other and to their family. 
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Elena’s decision to separate her children from one another was an 
incredibly difficult decision, and one that she still grapples with 
years and years later. 


In her last day of saying goodbye to her father, Talia also says 
goodbye to her city. Mauro’s commitment to a joyful final night 
together demonstrates his commitment as a father to provide Talia 
with the security and joy that will help her enjoy her life and enjoy 
her loved ones. 
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CHAPTER 28 


The next day, Talia and Mauro go to the airport. As they say 
goodbye, Talia expresses her fears that she will not love her 
mother, brother, and sister the way she loves him. She says that 
she does not want to go, but Mauro encourages her. They don’t 
know when they will see each other again. They worry that the 
police will come find her in the airport, but she makes it through 
customs and security safely. 


After a few hours, the flight arrives at the airport. Talia worries 
that she and her family will not recognize each other. However, 
they recognize each other intuitively. Talia, her mother, and her 
siblings have a tearful reunion. Elena says that there will be a 
party so their community can meet Talia. But when she sees 
that Talia is overwhelmed, Elena says they will take it slow. 


CHAPTER 29 


Mauro waits for almost 12 hours after Talia’s plane takes off. 
She calls when she arrives at Elena’s house, and Mauro secretly 
wishes that she’s decided to get on the first plane back. As she 
adjusts to her new life, Talia calls Mauro often. Karina teaches 
Talia English. Talia meets friends of the family who treat her as 
though she is a precious object. Talia is quieter in her new life 
than she was in her previous life, and she worries that she has 
lost her personality. 


A few weeks after Talia goes to the United States, the police tell 
Mauro they knew she had left the country. He lies and tells 
them that he hasn't spoken to Elena in years and has not heard 
from Talia. The police tell him that she may not be able to come 
back to the country. 


Elena calls Mauro to thank him for sending the Virgin Mary 
statue and for caring for Talia. Elena expresses her joy at 
getting to know Talia, who is different from the girl she 
imagined. Mauro vows to find a way back to his family. 
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Talia’s hesitation underscores the complexity of their family’s 
structure. While she loves her mother and siblings from afar, she 
does not know them in the same way that she knows her father. In 
deciding to go live with them, she sacrifices the easy access she has 
to her father and security of knowing when she will see him again. 
Still, the novel’s focus on the enduring power of family bonds 
suggests that Talia will be able to feel at home with her family 
despite their many years apart. 


As the family immediately recognizes one another, they show their 
deep familial connection. However, Talia will still need time to adjust 
to her new life, community, and family structure. 


Mauro’s complicated feelings once again demonstrate the 
complexity of the choices that this family must continually make. 
Additionally, Talia’s newfound quietness in her new life highlights 
the magnitude of the change that she has undergone. 


Once again, Mauro lies in order to protect his family, knowing that 
what he believes is right even though it may not be in accordance 
with the law. 
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Though Elena and Mauro’s connection has grown distant over the 
years, their newfound connection through Elena’s getting to know 
Talia contributes to their impending reunification. 
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After months of research, Mauro applies for legal reentry into 
the United States. He receives an interview, but they tell him 
because of his arrest record it is unlikely he will be granted 
entry again. Mauro decides to try to get to the U.S. through 
exico. Despite the riskiness of the route, Mauro knows it was 
worth it to see his family. He waits to board his flight to 
Panama, where he will then fly to Mexico. He keeps an image of 
his family together in his mind. 


Though Mauro knows he risks getting deported again, he makes the 
sacrifice of living again as an undocumented immigrant in order to 
be with his family. The fact that Mauro’s dedication to his family 
overpowers the force of U.S. law furthers the idea that what is legal 
does not always correspond to what is right. 
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CHAPTER 30 


Karina watches Talia tell her mother about the prison school. 
She reflects that her family has entered a new era of honesty, 
as her mother recently told her about the assault from their 
early days in the States. 


After a long journey, Mauro arrives at the family’s house. He 
and Karina reunite, and it feels as though no time has passed. 
She leads him to Elena in the main house, and she cries as they 
embrace. Mauro begins his life with his family in the States, 
getting a job doing repairs. Karina writes that she has not 
specified the name of their town because they are stil 
vulnerable. However, she reflects, that maybe there is no such 
thing as nations—there is only the “infinite country” that is love. 
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As Elena and Talia tell each other their secrets, they take concrete 
steps toward emotional closeness on top of their new physical 
closeness. 


The immediacy with which Mauro feels a connection with his 
family, despite their many years apart, reinforces the enduring 
strength of family bonds. His successful reunion with his family is a 
testament to the by family history, culture, and love that has 
sustained him through years of setbacks and personal struggles. As 
this scene and the rest of the novel shows, the bond of love is 
stronger than any unjust political system or national border. 
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